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1908 Minister), Asquith dealt fully with the situation, and said that
Age 55-56 Chough the British and the Russian Government had found them-
selves able to " approach the Near East question from the same
point of view," and though the British Government was " in com-
plete sympathy with France, who was the Ally of Russia," it had
been " equally frank in its communications with Germany and
Italy who were the Allies of Austria." Great Britain, he said,
sought no diplomatic victory or advantage for herself; her object
was to overcome the difficulties which had arisen without creating
new difficulties, and that could only be done by a policy which sprang
from general consent. Turning to Germany he recalled the declara-
tion of the Emperor, when he was the guest of the Lord Mayor in
the previous year, that the governing purpose of his policy was the
preservation of the peace of Europe and the maintenance of good
relations between our two peoples. If that spirit prevailed, and if
the other Powers cherished the same desire and intention, then he
was confident that the clouds which for the moment darkened the
sky, would disperse without a storm, peace would be assured,
existing friendships be maintained unimpaired, and the atmosphere
all round be cleared of the vapours of suspicion and mistrust. In a
concluding passage he defined the British attitude on alliances and
ententes:
" May I submit to you and to others outside these walls, there should
be no talk at such a time of isolation, of hostile groupings, or rival
combinations among the Powers, those Powers who are the joint trustees
of civilisation and of its greatest and paramount safeguard—the peace
of the world ? Nothing will induce us in this country to falter or to fall
short in any one of the special engagements which we have undertaken,
to be disloyal or unfaithful even for a moment to the spirit of existing
friendship. In that I feel sure that I speak the determined and unalterable
mind of the whole country, but it is equally true of the temper of the
Government and of the nation to say that we have neither animosities to
gratify nor selfish interests to advance, and that we shall not be reluctant
to grasp any hand that is extended to us in good-will and in good faith."
(Guildhall, 9th November, 1908.)
m
The speech was highly praised in all quarters, and appeared to
give satisfaction even in Berlin* Prince Billow told Sir Edward
Goschen that he was delighted with it and thought it "quite
; perfect."1 But it had little effect on the course of events. For all
peaceful professions, the alliances stood glaring at each other,
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